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The fact is that the march of Neustria had disintegrated,
and that except in the county of Paris and some important
towns, such as Orleans and Soissons, the authority of the
duke of the Franks had become merely nominal. The situa-
tion would have been entirely different had Hugh the Great
become king, but it is clear that Hugh Capet, before he
ascended the throne, was already much weaker than his
father had been. In his brother's duchy the same thing
had happened. Burgundy was crumbling into fragments,
as counties such as Troyes and Meaux became detached,
while important bishops such as those of Autun and Langres
ignored the duke and looked to the king as their overlord;
the duke, in fact, had little but the title left of his former
greatness.
And, finally, the very fact of their sovereignty was a
further cause of the weakness of the early Capetians. In-
stead of concentrating on the territories where their strength
lay, they dissipated their energies in attempts to make their
kingship more of a reality. Also the pressure of circumstances
led them to grant out portions of their domains, as the
Carolingians had done, as fiefs to their adherents (whose
obedience they afterwards had difficulty in retaining) or as
gifts to the Church ; hence their increasing impoverishment.
Never did they sink so low as their predecessors had sunk,
nor were they humiliated as their ancestors had humiliated
the Carolingians ; but it was not until the twelfth century
that they learnt to concentrate on what was really theirs, and
so to give seopc later for the potentialities of their royal
office.
Alliance of Since they were not powerful enough to command the
Hugh Capet obedience of the great feudatories, the king's best chance
Normandy was to secure the assistance of some of them against the others.
Hugh Capet was not unfortunately placed, for the duchy
of Normandy to the north of his domain was consistently
loyal to the Crown, and it remained so until the middle of
the eleventh century. To the west of him, Fulk Nerra of
Anjou and Odo I of Blois were so busy trying to enlarge
their possessions at one another's expense that they gave
him little anxiety; and by judiciously throwing his in-
fluence into the scale against Odo, he secured the loyalty of
Anjou.

